The Story of British Diplomacy
For some little time before his actual invasion of the country in 1808, Spain had engaged the diplomatic and military attention of the French emperor. The retrospect of the relation into which Napoleon and Spain had so far been brought contained little that can have seemed entirely satisfactory to either. For what were the fortunes that had attended the connection between the two ? Spain had no sooner joined the first Coalition than French armies crossed the Pyrenees ; three years later she entered the service of France, only to find her battleships beaten at St Vincent. To suit his convenience at the Amiens negotiations, Napoleon surrendered the Spanish West Indian colony Trinidad, to England ; on the renewal of the war he forced Spain into hostilities with England, and so brought upon her the humiliation of Trafalgar. In the years that followed, Napoleon was systematically misled by his agents as to the state of national feeling and political movement in the Peninsula. Canning, on the other hand, thanks partly to the excellent working order into which every division of his department had been brought, found himself better informed than any Foreign Minister yet had been as to political movements and popular feeling abroad. In particular he knew that, so far from being brought, as Napoleon believed, by national discontent to the verge of a revolution, Spain remained loyal to her established dynasty, and would wage war to the knife against the alien who tried to supplant it.
On the a;th of October 1807, Napoleon followed up the Tilsit plot with what his satellites applauded as a political master-stroke. This was the Treaty of Fontainebleau between France and Spain for the
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